
Objectives
Although spatial thinking and the use of new forms of geospatial data have grown rapidly in the social scienc-
es, their implementation in the demographic sciences has lagged. This meeting will bring together special-
ists from demographic and health research, spatial 
statistics, and GIScience to discuss challenges and 
new directions for spatial demography. The objec-
tive will be to identify and define gaps in current 
knowledge regarding innovations in geospatial data 
and spatial statistical methods, including the inte-
gration of data and models. An overarching goal 
will be to prioritize a research agenda to enhance 
the science of spatial demography in population 
and health research.
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Specific questions to be addressed include:

•  How are demographers measuring place and the interrela-
tionships among places?

•  How can demographers harness emerging developments in 
the generation of geospatial data (e.g., volunteered geo-
graphic information and crowd-sourced data)?

•  How can new measures be validated for use in neighborhood 
and contextual research?

•  What visualization and spatial analytical methods make up 
the current tool kit of the spatial demographer? What new 
methodological developments in spatial analysis are possible 
in the next five years and how might these be integrated into 
mainstream demographic research?

•  What are the training challenges to the enhancement of 
future research in spatial demography?

•  What research priorities will best advance the applicability of 
spatial demography to address issues in reproductive health, 
population health, and other areas of societal need? 

Meeting structure

This 2-day specialist meeting is organized by the 
Center for Spatial Studies (http://spatial.ucsb.
edu) at the University of California, Santa Barbara 
(UCSB) and the Population Research Institute 
(http://www.pop.psu.edu) at Pennsylvania 
State University (PSU). The meeting will include in-
vited plenary presentations by experts on the state 
of the science of spatial demography, emergent 
geospatial data and measurement issues, and 
spatial modeling. Smaller breakout sessions will 
facilitate intellectual exchange on the core con-
ceptual, data-related, and methodological issues 
that arise from the plenary sessions.

Call for Applications

To respond to this announcement, please send a 2-page résumé and a 2-page position paper 
discussing your interest in these issues to Stephen Matthews (matthews@psu.edu) by Sept. 30, 2011. 

Based on an open call for applications, approximately 30 researchers will be invited to participate.
 Participants will be selected by the organizing committee and notified by Oct. 15. 

*NICHD 5R25 HD057002-04
See http://www.csiss.org/GISPopSci

Subject to approval, limited funding for travel and accom-
modation costs will be available to invited participants. 

Further details about this meeting will be posted at 
http://ncgia.ucsb.edu/projects/spatial_demography.
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